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the emigration laws and policies of Mongolia.
The report indicates continued Mongolian
compliance with U.S. and international
standards in the area of emigration.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 11, 1999.

Remarks on the Conclusion of the
Senate Impeachment Trial and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 12, 1999

The President. Now that the Senate has
fulfilled its constitutional responsibility,
bringing this process to a conclusion, I want
to say again to the American people how pro-
foundly sorry I am for what I said and did
to trigger these events and the great burden
they have imposed on the Congress and on
the American people.

I also am humbled and very grateful for
the support and the prayers I have received
from millions of Americans over this past
year.

Now I ask all Americans, and I hope all
Americans—here in Washington and
throughout our land—will rededicate our-
selves to the work of serving our Nation and
building our future together. This can be and
this must be a time of reconciliation and re-
newal for America.

Thank you very much.

Forgiveness
Q. In your heart, sir, can you forgive and

forget?
The President. I believe any person who

asks for forgiveness has to be prepared to
give it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:38 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the American Airlines-
Allied Pilots Association Labor
Dispute
February 12, 1999

Over the past several days I have closely
monitored the labor dispute between Amer-

ican Airlines and the Allied Pilots Associa-
tion. I am concerned about the impact this
labor dispute is having on our Nation and
the traveling public. With the potential for
enormous disruption over the upcoming
Presidents’ Day holiday weekend, I urge
both parties to think of the impact on the
traveling public, set aside their differences,
and work together to resolve the issues be-
tween them. We have a long history and tra-
dition of settling labor disputes in this coun-
try under the law. The Railway Labor Act
provides the means for the airline industry
to resolve these disputes.

It is my understanding that American Air-
lines canceled up to 80 percent of its flights
yesterday, affecting major cities such as New
York, Miami, Los Angeles, Dallas, and Chi-
cago, and that it might cancel at least half
of its scheduled flights today. I commend the
cities, the airports, the tourism industry, and
the other major carriers for doing their part
to keep domestic air traffic moving. How-
ever, even with all of the carriers doing their
part, it is likely that thousands of passengers
will be forced to change their travel plans.
They are innocent bystanders in a dispute
that should be set aside over the weekend
and resolved at the bargaining table.

Again, I urge both sides to consider the
impact their dispute is having on the travel-
ing public as well as the millions of Ameri-
cans who depend on the transportation and
tourism industries for their livelihood.

Message on the Observance
of Presidents’ Day, 1999
February 12, 1999

I am pleased to join all Americans in ob-
serving Presidents’ Day.

Today we celebrate the vision and achieve-
ments of our nation’s former Presidents, and
we remember with special pride two of our
greatest leaders, George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln. Though born almost 80
years apart and shaped by vastly different cir-
cumstances and experiences, they still shared
much in common. Each assumed the Presi-
dency at a crucial moment in our nation’s
history; each had a clear vision of what Amer-
ica should be and the courage to lead his
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